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American Forces Network

Faithfully bringing the troops “home.”



Lt. Gen. Frank M. Andrews inspects a radio set, Provisional Maneuver Force,
November 1941.

With war already
underway across the
globe, an expanding
American military deploys
soldiers and sailors to
remote strategic
locations.

Soldiers in Panama and
Alaska begin a tradition of
military broadcasting
when they build their own
makeshift radio stations
to alleviate boredom.



1942

America is now at war, and
command quickly realizes that U.S.
troops in Britain preparing to
invade Europe need a reliable
source of entertainment and
information from home.

Army Chief of Staff General George
Marshall asks MAJ Frank Capra,
famed Hollywood director-turned-
military-filmmaker, if he knows
anyone who can start a radio
network for the Army.

“I know just the man,” Capra says.




1942

May 26 - The War Department
creates the Armed Forces Radio
Service (AFRS) and offers a
commission as Major to
prominent radio advertising
executive Tom Lewis, making
him its first commander.

A makeshift headquarters is
established on the Fox movie lot
in Hollywood, with broadcast
studios in New York and San
Francisco.




STANDING L to R: Allen Botzer, Dick Slnclalr, Jack (lvan)
Saddler, Rudy Luukinen, Al Taylor.

SEATED L to R: George Dvorak, Rudy Rubin, Hy Averback,

Spence Allen, Will Kennedy.

The first AFRS Commander,
Major Tom Lewis, brings a
solid set of credentials and
an air of celebrity.

“He had been in the movie
production business before
the war and we soon found
he was [popular actress]
Loretta Young’s husband.
She came by to visit several
times and was always
charming.”

—Ivan Saddler.



1942

An early troop favorite is Command
Performance, which premiered from
New York starring comedian, dancer,
singer, actor and songwriter Eddie
Cantor.

The show’s content was based on
requests from service members -
hence, a performance "on command.”




August 11 - The first original
AFRS program is the half-
hour Mail Call, with the
show itself serving as
America’s love letter to the
troops.

The show featured
performances by popular
stars of the day like
comedians Abbott and
Costello, actress Judy
Garland, singer Bing
Crosby and Maj Lewis’
famous wife, actress Loretta
Young.

eir famous “Who’s on
Call

ostello perfo
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Roy Rogers and the Sons of the Pioneers

August 28 - “Melody Roundup” debuts as the second AFRS program. Cowbhoy
crooner Roy Rogers hosts the first four programs. Subsequently, the fifteen-
minute show features many leading Country & Western entertainers.



1942

September 3 — AFRS orders
the first audience survey of
the listening habits and
attitudes of the troops.

With responses from 3,286
enlisted men, the military
network leadership concludes
that military success requires
the troops understand what
they are fighting for.

Radio will play a vital role.

democratic ways...
citizens who are used
to asking questions
and holding opinions
about euﬂryth1ng that

tizens trained In
They are American

“Ours is an Army of i ,




1942

October — AFRS creates more original
programs. “Personal Album” features
popular singers with Bing Crosby as
master of ceremonies.

“Yarns for Yanks” offers fifteen-minute
human interest stories told in several
voices by a single performer.

The jazz show “Jubilee” launches the
careers of numerous black singers
and musicians, and many of its
performances are one-of-a-kind.




1942

With wire and tape
recording technologies still
in their infancy, AFRS
distributes its material on
thousands of vinyl discs.

This greatly increases available
programming and allows field stations
to broadcast at the hours best suited
to local audiences.

- 2 ., 'E

Record lathe making a master disk



E A Gene Tierney, Edgar Bergen, Ginny Sims,
«J ~  Bob Burns and Betty Hutton debut an AFRS

Eg | shortwave program, August 1942

COMMAND PERFORMANCE, CBS Studio, Sunset Bivd.,
Hollywood, CA, 1944,

December 15 - production of Command Performance, previously
under the Bureau of Public Relations, is transferred to the new AFRS.



1942

Andre Baruch, pre-war announcer for
popular radio shows including The
Shadow and Your Hit Parade, gets
permission from Maj. Gen. George Patton
to set up an Army-run radio station in
Casablanca.

As a Lieutenant in the Signal Corps’
Special Service Section, Baruch

will open a chain of “American
Expeditionary Stations” across North
Africa as Patton’s invasion forces
advance.




1942 ,

Baruch’s AES stations soon N
become part of AFRS, with a

program and music package

from Hollywood and live,

local talent when possible.

They also offer news at prime
listening times indicated
by MAJ Lewis’ survey.

Members of the Women’s Army Corps broadcast from AES
Algiers, 1944



2nd Lt. Sally J. Hocutt with patient, 95th Evacuation Hospital,
Fifth Army, Oujda, N. Africa.

~ The impact on morale is

evident in letters like this
one from a sergeant in an
evacuation hospital:

- “The other evening we

heard swing music and
then, ‘This is the American
Expeditionary Station.’
Goose pimples ran up and
down our spines, and since
then, our morale has
increased one thousand
percent.... Words cannot
express the happiness that
your programs have given
to the American soldiers.”



Performance rights organizations ASCAP, BMI, MPAA and SESAC
jointly grant AFRS an annual license to record and distribute radio
programs without paying customary royalty fees.



AFRS Hollywood organizes

mass shipments of programs, a
sl { week’s worth for each station, in
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1943

Shipments initially go by sea,
but boxes often arrive with
cracked and broken discs.

Installations are instructed to
send

the discs along to other units
but, inevitably, some discs are
not forwarded on schedule
and some never arrive at all.

AFRS quickly recognizes that
the process is inefficient,
unsustainable and unfair to
the troops.

a
el

Supply Ship USS James O'Hara (APA-90) underway,
8 June 1943.
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AFRS arranges with the Army’s
Air Transport Command and
the Naval Air Transport Service
to carry cartons of records by
air to save time and limit
damage.
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Not only do shipments arrive
more quickly, they are also
increased in number so that
programs are no longer passed
between units but distributed
directly to each destination.




1943

By July 1, 1943, cartons are being
shipped by air from Los Angeles
with

all cartons clearly marked
“urgent,” “fragile” and “must go
through.”

Losses are virtually eliminated.

The new procedures also mean
AFRS stations worldwide will be
airing prime-time American radio
programs less than ten days after
shipment, a remarkable feat at the
time.



1943

The shortwave service also carries
news every hour, entertainment events
and sports, sometimes as play-by-play
recreated from wire reports.

In addition to programs delivered on
disks, the AFRS shortwave operation
airs six hours of original productions
and de-commercialized shows.

1= -

' Hollywood shortwave transmitter.




unicate directly to
troops
2NN

Jack Brown (c) interviews ollywodd stars\Humphrey Boga?t'-'
~andgd auren Bacall |

At its WWII peak, AFRS shortwave beams
1,086 hours of programming each week.
News comprises one third of San Francisco’s
contribution and almost 24% of New York’s.


http://www.otrcat.com/fdr-fireside-chats-speeches-p-1261.html

1943

January — The War
Department assigns
AFRS to install its
own facilities
overseas, run “by
American Soldiers
for American
Soldiers.” By year’s
end AFRS has 140
stations around the
world.

2LT Vern Carstensen in Italy at the
Fifth Army's mobile radio station

fthe 1st Marln
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1943

September 1 - The Office of War
Information (OWI) ceases
production of programming
directed at troops overseas and
turns over the entire

project to AFRS.

In addition, it makes

shortwave equipment

available to AFRS for overseas
transmission to what would
become American Forces
Network (AFN) affiliates of AFRS.



http://music.colorado.edu/departments/amrc/gma/gma-reports/radio-recordings/owi-13-4362-mission-to-moscow/

1944

By now, many network and local radio professionals are in uniform with
AFRS, and production quality rivals that of wartime commercial (civilian)
radio.

AFRS offerings now fall into three categories: original AFRS shows with a
live audience or studio host, commercial network programs and record
libraries.



1944
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AFRS mobile unit at Harmon Field, Guam.
On door : 'US Army KU5Q1"US Navy KU5Q'

January — AFRS is now
training and deploying
its own personnel for

overseas assignments.

It also begins shipping
self-contained stations
to the Pacific Theater,
each complete with
transmitter, studio gear
and record library.



CBS, Mutual and NBC individually grant AFRS permission to record
and distribute their programs.



1944

By May, AFRS-Hollywood is producing 106 different programs each week, 40 hours
total. An additional sixty shows from civilian sources air with commercials removed.
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D-Day assault routes into Normandy

COL Tom Lewis arrives in England to supervise preparations for radio
broadcasts during and after the Allied Invasion of the European Continent -
“D_Day.!!
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1944

As allied troops land successfully in'France, AFN broadcasts from England
and readies mobile units to follow American armies.
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*Dusk, 5 June 1944: GEN Dwight Eisenhower give_s‘f

""" E Company, 502" PIR his final order —
R A &
W ~+ “Full victory, nothing else.”
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Into_the_Jaws_of_Death_23-0455M_edit.jpg

1944
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The American First, Third and Ninth Armies
are each assigned mobile stations. The
stations broadcast near a rapidly-moving
front. As the armies advance, so does AFRS.

Echophone EC-1

Soldiers listen to the 1944 World Series



v

Sergeant Jim McNally becomes AFN’s first
casualty, killed by a German air attack on his
Seventh Army mobile radio station.

Soon after, Sergeant Pete Parrish, an AFN
news correspondent, is killed in action while
covering paratroopers in France.



Bob Hope and Judy Garland co-star

1945

February 15 - Command
Performance airs “Dick Tracy in B
Flat,” a groundbreaking 55-minute
musical version of the half-hour
series.

Bing Crosby (c) plays Dick Tracy, with Frank Sinatra
and Judy Garland
It is produced by Sylvester “Pat”

Weaver, future creator of the Today
and Tonight shows on NBC and
father of actress Sigourney
Weaver.




1945

ABC grants AFRS gratis
permission to record and
distribute its programs.

AFRS Hollywood is now
shipping 50,000 program
discs per month
overseas, with an
additional 20,000 going
to Navy ships.

AFRS broadcast of the jazz show Jubilee from the ABC
Studios, Hollywood, c. 1944
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March - AFRS presses its one-millionth disk and presents it to COL Tom
Lewis. It is an episode of G/ Journal featuring Bing Crosby, Linda Darnell,
Betty Grable and Abbot & Costello.
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There are now 154
AFRS stations
worldwide including
the Middle East,
Europe, the China-
Burma-India theater, =
Alaska, the Caribbean & ="
and the Pacific.

There are also 143 AFRS public address systems and
hospital “bedside networks,” each with 126 AFRS
program transcriptions.



1945

April 12 - AFRS

is notified at 1749
Eastern War Time K«
that President Franklin '\ \ % -~
Roosevelt has died. O

"

(

Soldiers hear radio report of FDR'’s deﬁ

The first bulletin is
broadcast worldwide
at 1752 Eastern War
Time.



1945

May 8 — with the unconditional surrender of Germany, the war on
the European continent ends. It’s “V-E Day.”

R oA
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General George Marshall (L) and | '
Admirals William Leahy and/Ernest King Soldlers of the niantry Dl\ﬂllén on Okmawa
take to the radio on V-E Day ‘ '1 hear a rad1 in Europe



1945

August - the war continues for three more months after Germany’s
capitulation before the Japanese also surrender unconditionally.

Again, radio spreads the word around the world.

President Men at Naval Amphibious Base, Manus,

announcing the Japanese surrender Admiralty Islands, hear the news on their radio.



September 2: V-J Day

AFRS broadcasts the
Japanese surrender from
the deck of the battleship
USS Missouri.

Staff members quickly
begin looking for
permanent sites

for AFRS stations on the
Japanese mainland.

.'1 Foreign Minister Mamoru Shigemitsu leads his
delegation in signing the Japanese surrender




1945

October 25 - His pioneering job done,
COL Tom Lewis re-enters civilian life,
echoing a central theme of his work with
AFRS:

"To a fellow who has spent months
guarding an outpost in the South Seas,
Iceland or Africa, a cheery greeting from a
favorite comedian, a song hit direct from
Broadway, or the beating rhythm of a hot
band, mean a tie with the home to which
he hopes soon to return.”

— COL Tom Lewis, 1944
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1945

November - trials of
the major Nazi war
criminals start in
Nuremberg, Germany,
and continue for
nearly a year.

AFRS provides daily
radio coverage.

| Y
Defendants in the dock, Nuremberg,
guarded by American Military Police



1945

As its audience
transitions from

combat to occupation, 1

so, too, do the themes
of AFRS programs.

Shows once concerned e

with morale-building
now focus on helping
troops prepare

for their return to
civilian life.

Revelers at the live broadcast of the AFRS
New Year's Eve Party, 31 December 1945



1946

January - 239 AFRS stations remain in daily operation overseas, and 19
stateside shortwave transmitters beam 4400 hours of programming
each month around the globe.

AFRS Continued For Overseas Duty

L0OS ANCELES — Armed [orces overseas eah count on[l6 tioops in g browd mre
hearing the gane volume of top radio programs in 1946 as

they have in 1945, '

It was confirméd recently that the Armed Forces Radio

War 1 to bring ibformatlon and
wntertainndant vin radio tp Ameel-
can forces in all parte of the world,
will cotatinue A4 u military opera-
tigh of the War and Navy Depatt-

Ments.

To meet the inerensed needs of
armed forces overseas for entor-
thinmeit, Arws and ikformgtive
material, Armed For¢es Radie
Berviee la mnintiining a foll pro-
duction sehidulo at its Héadquar-
ters In Las Abgeles as well as keep-

ing its daily shariwave brosdeasts
on the mir Ifom San Francisco and
New Yark Ciy:

ALL BRANCHES

Forty-three officers and 120 en-
listed tém [rom the Army, Navy,
Marine Corps aad Coast Guard are
currently oo metive duty at Armed
Forces Radia Sorvies. The AFRS
beddmy 8 eombingd opbration im
1944, futiclioning under the Tofor-
mation and Fducation Divisioh of
the Arniy and the Bureau of Nayal
Personne! wilhin the War Depart-

Story from Marine Corps Chevron,

| Service, an agehcy established at the beginning of World
’_——.—n.—_-—_——__-——

required ta agonmiplish ea¢h (ran-
scribed hour.

In addition to decommer¢inlized
versians of major network shows,
and special programs wilttein and
produced ab its headquarters, the
AFRS will continue releasipg sop-
plementd for its basié miusle b=
brary, At presétit AFRS averdges
50 new selections weekly,

Armed Forces Radio Service i»
ourfently bemming n sum monthily
total of 4400 houry of shorlwhve
programs overseas, lla  projected
shortwave broadeast schedule will
bring armed forees in the Pacilic
836 hourn ahd 53 minutes of news,
sporis, speaial evenls, and infur-
mation programs  weehly froin
AFRS shorlwave offiee in Banm
Francisen. AFRS programys  will
ulso be avaithble 3% hours n day
over KRHO, a 106,000-watt shert-
wave transmitter located al Hone-
luld, praviding browdeast eovernge

5 January 1946

Hongluly, throughout lllli'ldn In
the Paelfie uecun arcay Into Japan,
China, Indig and Burma.
COMMAND FPEGFORMANOE

Special radio programy written
snd preduced by AFRS headqupses
fers through the gratuitous pesr-
formunces of stage, soreen, and
rodie stars selely for military awdi-
ences will follow the same prodec-
tioth pattern established during
war-time,

Conpequently, armed fordes aver-
sedy mpy expect Lo hepr gditions of
Commiad Performance, Mail Cal,
Jubliee, mnd &. 1. Journal into 1948,

Informatiooal type programy on
the 1948 sehedule include *Heard
at Home,” Our Foreign Palicy,
Science Mugagine af the Alr, anll
Thiy 13 Lhe Sory.

Armed Forees Radio Service In
retulning the services of G.L Jii,
tavorite of G.L's througheut
WAT.

A '"hedaldé netwark” of 111 A¥RA
Hospilal Mroadcasting sound syd-
lems will briog special AFRS pro-
ductions lo the wounded in Jia
Unijted States.
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18-year-old Private Larry
Gelbart arrives at AFRS and
becomes the sole writer for
Command Performance, a
position he holds for nearly
a year.

Gelbart goes on to wide
acclaim as a writer and
producer in civilian life,
especially for his military-
themed TV series M*A*S*H.




1946

October — AFRS innovation helps
change the radio industry forever.

Bing Crosby’s experience with AFRS
studio techniques has sold him on the
convenience of recorded shows.

When NBC asks Crosby to repeat each
live show for different time zones, he
moves to ABC which allows him to tape
his performances.

Other stars demand the same privilege,
and live radio variety shows are headed
for extinction.




1947

AFRS Hollywood does its part
for post-war economics by
reducing production of original
programs to 14 hours a week.

Gaps in the playlist are filled by
acquiring 41 hours of additional
programming from commercial
networks featuring top
performers of the day.

Peggy Lee

F Nat King Cole 2
e

Al Jolson



1947

Licensing
agreements with the
American Federation
of Radio Actors and
the American
Federation of
Musicians

are negotiated which
continue, with
updates, to this day.

AFRA adds television and
becomes AFTRA in 1952



A Douglas C-54 Skymasfer
over blockaded Berlin, 1948

June - the Soviets begin a blockade
of Allied sectors of Berlin that will
last for nearly a year.

The Allies respond with an epic
airlift of food and other vital
supplies, up to 9,000 tons daily.

AFN Berlin, its transmitter right in
the flight path, goes to a 24-hour
schedule to maintain local morale -
and provide a radio beacon for the
airlift pilots.



1950

AFRS curtails radio
production with the

exception of a 2 RECORDING ¢ WS
few information %Y PRoGRay ASCER | RecoRy SCHEDULE
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1950

< Seoul

October — following the
Allied landing at Inchon, X CORPS
Korea, AFRS elements set up

a Broadcast studio in the Bando Hotel, Seoul. N
AFRS Hollywood’s newest affiliate is the American S P
Forces Korea Network (AFKN). . D
Broadcasts continue until Communist - R
forces retake Seoul in January. i ‘ﬂ% LLLLiT
I 1| [pm—
"\'—,i‘; _ '

AFKN falls back to Taegu and resumes operation =
using mobile equipment. Bando Hotel, Seoul



AFRS Hollywood hecomes primarily a shipping hub for
recorded news, information and entertainment.

To replace in-house entertainment productions, AFRS
increases its use of de-commercialized network and local
programs to 60 hours a week.




1953

October 28 - SECDEF Charles E.
Wilson signs a memorandum
permitting military television
broadcasts and establishing an
Armed Forces Television activity.

Experimental Air Force TV broadcast,
Christmas Day, Limestone AFB, Maine.

He cites television’s potential as “a
strong, favorable influence on the
information and education program
of the Armed Forces.”

Fir!_ E'verseas military TV station, Lajes Field,

Azores, Portugal, 1954

,-E



1954

AFRS moves to new headquarters at 1016 North McCadden Place, Los Angeles.

It is now designated AFRS LA.




April 21 - The Office of _
Armed Forces Information /@} jﬁ\\ DN\
and Education orders a name ‘,\‘6“ /é&/ @i&%\@\

Il iR N\

change. W‘ C\*\p‘ o /f{@/ //]fijjix \@\\
\ il b= g “{“ TSl

P %“e \U\(.!.\'f \(\ }‘“/ ;l‘\‘.‘\./i B )]ﬂ |

AFRS becomes the Armed O"S} \\\%\\3//,’@ J

Forces Radio and Television &%\\i\\gﬁ% é@
Service - AFRTS. @j”’@ 3>




1954

October 29 - DoD Instruction
5120.2 details the AFRTS | |
mission: provide all service TSGT Harold Smeder (1) and PM1 Curtis Luhman
personnel overseas with (r) operate an early videotape recorder.
information, education and
entertainment programs of
the same type enjoyed by
their fellow citizens stateside
— in other words, a touch of
home.

N T

A : o
arly f.ﬁ igy_lpment in the foreground,
Vi order in the background
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1955

July - the first and only armed
forces radio and television

squadron is created by the Air
Force at Wiesbaden, Germany.

The 7122 Support Squadron
operates radio and television
stations in Libya, Saudi Arabia,
Iceland, Bermuda and Portugal.

Each is supplied with filmed
versions of TV shows commercial
networks provide free of charge.

RCA Kinescope for recording
TV programs on film, 1953



1957

/
September — Korea beg{omes first
combat zone in AFRTS history to
have television, as tl/{e American
Forces Korea Network begins
broadcasting fiIm#d shows.

Its 400-watt trarlzzmitter on
Seoul’s Mt. Namsan has a signal
range of just 20 miles.

Because KZ’/rea uses a U.S.-style
broadcasting system, AFKN is

visible to any Korean witha TV. ——




Original CBS logo, 1951 NBC “chime” logo from
1958

The CBS and NBC Television Networks grant AFRTS continuous licenses to
record, distribute and broadcast their regularly-scheduled network programs.



1962

August 15 - to serve more than
11,000 U.S. troops now in Vietnam,
AFRTS establishes Armed Forces
Radio Vietnam (AFRVN) with
studios in the Rex Hotel, Saigon.

AFRVN goes on the air at 0600, 15
August 1962, with a five person

staff using programs and disks
from AFRTS LA.

Rex Hotel, Salgon, AFRVN HQ



1963

November 22 - President John F.
Kennedy is assassinated in
Texas.

AFN commences uninterrupted
coverage which continues until
Kennedy’s November 25 burial
at Arlington National Cemetery.

Besides its military audience,
many Europeans choose to
follow the events on AFN, and
German newscasters use AFN
reports as the basis of their
coverage.




1965

Air Force broadcaster Adrian Cronauer,
with one year left in his enlistment, asks
for assignment to Vietnam and hosts the
radio show, Dawnbuster.

,J,_’pr = ,

Cronauer’s trademark “Goooood
Morning, Viethnam” is an instant

hit with the troops. Later his story on
film makes it, and AFRTS, the toast of
the civilian world.

G:_ood kmmg, y__t



Chris Noel with men of the 4t Infantry
Division, Pleiku, RVN, 1967

Actress Chris Noel hosts

“Date With Chris” from

AFRTS Los Angeles between 1966
and 1971, during the Vietham War.

She is so valuable to troop morale
that the enemy places
a $10,000 bounty on her.

Twice during her many visits with
troops, her chopper is downed by
enemy fire.



1966

March 24 — An
underwater cable is
completed linking
AFRVN directly to
AFRTS Los Angeles.

This enables round-the-clock programming and
coverage of major sporting events.

The Vietnam affiliates are the first armed forces
broadcasters to provide news on the hour, 24-hours
a day.



!

AFKN’s projection equipment in 1966

AFKN becomes the first location to
replace film with a videotape recorder

for studio productions. :
AFN Korea Network HQ in 1968



AFVN Detachment 3 TViradio van, Pleiku
June 1 - with the deployment of six broadcast vans, a new Armed Forces
Vietnam Network (AFVN) is now complete.

>

Detacen 3 Vah TV control console

Every service member “in country” has radio service, and now 85% of them
also enjoy television, with local material mixed into feeds from Los Angeles
and Saigon.
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February 5 - AFVN stations
are enemy targets.
During a nationwide
communist offensive,
Detachment 5 in Hue
is overrun.

SGT Thomas Young, USMC,
and Mr. Courtney Niles, a civilian
with NBC, are killed defending
the station; Army SP5 Steven SRR s g s i 5
Stroub is executed after capture. GO ReN0000000002 villa, Hue,

before and after attack
Five others spend five years as prisoners

of war. I B I |
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1968 ¢ o
Pr
October — an Army clerk be'cb:l'y}nfés disc
jockey for AFVN Saigon. /!
Pat Sajak is on Dawnbuster at 0600

weekdays wishing Vietnam its now-
iconic “Gooooood Morning!”

Later, as a TV star, he remembers the
troops’ gratitude for AFVN'’s touch of
home: “To this day, my fellow vets from
that era repeat those thank yous and it’s
really very humbling.”




NAME CHANGE

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY

Armed Forces Radio and Television Service changes its name to
American Forces Radio and Television Service.
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April 10 - the deadliest day in
military broadcasting history.

A battle-damaged RF-4C
Phantom aircraft slams
into the studios of the
Armerican Forces Thailand
Network in Udorn, killing -
nine USAF broadcasters. g BT
Within 24 hours, the station I
has moved 175 miles south

and is back on the air.




SITE system, 1980, JOSN Jeff Valdez at the board
USS Truxtun (CGN-35)

"|Ei
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AFRTS goes to sea as closed-circuit television systems are developed for
use aboard U.S. Navy ships while underway.

The Shipboard Information, Training and Entertainment (SITE) systems
quickly boost both mission effectiveness and morale.



19/3

March - as America withdraws

from Vietnam, AFVN has been

turning equipment over to the Views of AFVN
Viethamese government Saigon
for nearly a year.

From Saigon, the last AFVN
station to close, LTC Harold
Hutchison sends his final
message as commander:

“AFVN ceased to be as of 2400
hours 22 March, 1973.”




1973

The American Society
of Composers, Authors
and Publishers gives
AFRTS an experimental
“open-ended” license
to record and distribute
programs

it controls.




AFRTS studios are now staffed round-the-clock

AFRTS LA wins
approval for a 24-
hour global

satellite feed of
news, entertainment
and sports.



1978

AFRTS LA changes its name to
the AFRTS “Programing”
Center.

Because Broadcasting
magazine had used
nonstandard spelling, AFRTS
Program Director Gerry Fry
likewise insisted that the
AFRTS PC should render its
name with a single “m.”

MEDIA MUSIC

PRODUCTION ASSISTAMCE

Armied Forces Rodio & Television Service
Programing Center
1HS Horth McCodden Ploce
Los Angeles CA 90038-2487

Armed Forces Radio & Television Service
Programing Center
1016 North McCadden Place



1978

The radio Voice Channel begins worldwide broadcasts.

o




1978

December - The AFRTS Satellite Network (SATNET) begins test transmissions,
soon supplying more than seven hours a day of live programming to four

receiving sites, replacing the weekly Television Priority (TPA) package at those
locations.

!1ui.:.a Galaxy-16 Intelsat 1ﬁ.u"‘ E.Jrr_hlrd o Koreasat *:" - Intelsat IS-18
P |1 degree wes!) 9 degreas east B 113 1“"'“’ E £ | 180 degrees East

" Americas Region | o
C/L Band Frequency: [#%% L g 2 \ “er"
3,900 Ghz 7 LA . i
Network 1D: 11
Japan and Karea Region
CBand F Frequency

1 Atlantic Ocean Region | 5 #
Synmm Rate: 28.0 C Band Frequency:

FEC: 3/4 4 175 Ghz .
Network ID: 3 )]

SatNet Service }




1982

AFRTS PC begins 24-hour satellite
delivery of news and sports
programming via SATNET, first to
Guantanamo Bay, Roosevelt Roads

and Panama; later to Diego Garcia
and Keflavik.

Daily, 17 hours of programming is
first de-commercialized
by AFRTS PC staff.

Jim Roark at AFRTS Icelant I.'



1982

July — AFRTS is now the
largest radio and
television network ( §
on earth, reaching more
than 1.2 million military
members, DoD civilians, \
and their families in 45 l
countries, 15 U.S

territories or possessions

and aboard Navy ships at

sea.

——

e e

/L ID “Indianhead” soldiers in Korea watchlng AFN
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1982 e i

The Programing Center is providing
80 hours of recorded programming
to 17 global distribution circuits.

The package includes weekly series, mini-
series, and made-for-TV and theatrical
movies.

Thrift dictates that packages are
“bicycled”after airing -- they’re sent to the
next station in the circuit.




1982

October 1 - AFRTS changes its name back to Armed Forces Radio
Television Service.. .




1983

The Navy Broadcasting
Service begins installing
satellite receivers for AFRTS
programming aboard larger
warships. ‘ v

Symbol Rate: 3.68
FEC: 213

Direct to Sailor (DTS)
is the first continuous
worldwide radio and
television connection
for ships underway.

Typical DTS mstallatlon USS Bataan (LHD )



The world just got
a Iittle smglier...

Bringing the sights & sounds of Home to American Forces worldwide

July - most AFN TV
stations now receive the
bulk of their live programs
by satellite directly from
their network sources,
passed through the
AFRTS PC.

Operators at the PC cover
stateside commercials
with AFRTS command
information and public
service spots on-the-fly.



1986

November 3 - AFRTS Programing Center is renamed the AFRTS Broadcast
Center (AFRTS BC) and relocates from Hollywood, with no interruption of
service, to a new site in the Los Angeles suburb of Sun Valley.




1987

In Hollywood, entertainment AN
magazine Daily Variety reports 4 ~ T,
the AFRTS annual budget as
$27.4 million, against an
estimated market value of $117
million for the
programs it acquires.

In the course of fulfilling

its mission, AFRTS now
delivers the best radio and
television shows in America
for just 23 cents on the dollar.

Daily Variety logo and
AFN TV schedule from Berlin Observer,
4 September 1987
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LTC Bob Gaylord and
SMSgt Rafel Alcantara

ready to deploy
an AFSTRS van

The first AFSTRS
deployed
van is tested in Qatar

The AFRTS short-wave
radio service is replaced
by the Armed Forces
Satellite Transmitted
Radio Service (AFSTRS).



1988

May - Colonel Tom Lewis, the broadcast pioneer who made AFRTS the voice of
home for millions of service members around the world, dies at age 87.




1989

All AFRTS BC satellite signals
are now encrypted to prevent
piracy.

Encryption is a vital part of
agreements which allow
AFRTS to acquire shows at
greatly reduced cost in
exchange for limiting access
to authorized OCONUS
personnel only.

AFN antenna farm at Sun Valley AFRTS-BC



1990

October 9 — with the Gulf

War just two months old, AFRTS
establishes the Armed Forces Desert
Network (AFDN) in Dhahran, Saudi
Arabia, with a

mix of local DJs and streaming from
the Broadcast Center.

The DJ for the first AFDN broadcast, HICH y
Chief Journalist Rich Yanku, opens  CHIEE JOURNA
with an homage

to AFVN’s Adrian Cronauer:

“Gooood Morning, Saudi Arabia!”
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Though AFDN
eventually expands to a
network of stations
covering an area the
size of the northeastern
United States, the
“studio” for its
inaugural broadcast is a
tiny converted shipping
container.

The first song CPO
Yanku plays is “Rock
the Casbah” by The
Clash.



1991

An early FM automation system at the Far East Network Okinawa

AFRTS BC installs its first radio automation system.
Music is played from reel-to-reel tapes containing signals that
trigger command information to play from pre-loaded tape
cartridges.



1991

The AFRTS BC
acquires rights to
the first 24-hour
satellite-radio
format, Adult Rock,
from Unistar.

{1 4
TSgt. Barry Cantor in Radio Operations, AFRTS BC Sun Valley



Regional AFN “Super Stations” in Germany, Italy and Turkey now feed full
program schedules by satellite for as many as 300 receive-only ground stations.

Each also has staffed affiliates capable of producing content for the entire
network.



'\.

May - On its Golden Anniversary, AFRTS is honored with a George Foster
Peabody Award and the Broadcast Pioneers Golden Mike Award for
providing “a beam of light from home to Americans Abroad.”
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33D1e, Many Hurt m 6.6 Quake

L.A. Area Freeways Buckle, Buildin
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rust Faulls Commuters Will Face Questions on
Brutal  Njghtmare for Months Reinf
Basin

At Least Die in Collapsed Apartments
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L. A. Times, 18 January

January 17 - the deadly
Northridge Earthquake rocks
the Los Angeles basin.

In a 20-mile radius, production
of Seinfeld, The Tonight Show
and General Hospital is halted
by damage.

Though the Broadcast Center
is just

ten miles from the quake’s
epicenter, AFN stays on the
air.



1 9 9 5 AFRTS BC relocates to a new state-of-the-art facility

on March Air Force Base near Riverside, California.

AFN-BC Bay 3, home of TV, Radio, News, Marketing and Affiliate
Relations divisions




1996

AFRTS services worldwide are rebranded “AFN” with a new, on-air logo
designed in-house.

A Creative Services and Marketing branch is created within the TV Division,
and non-linear editing begins at AFRTS BC.

SN

American Forces Network




1996

December 15 - AFRTS BC converts
from analog to
digital broadcast capability

and changes SATNET from

a program delivery service 73 )

to a live global feed of radio w = ’g%

and TV programs. {"3)% =
e ¢

v/ €
Radio expands from a single “Voice \W\.H;ﬁ"
Channel” to multiple, satellite-based
music services.



1997

January 02 -SATNET is rebranded
NewSports.

The NewSports weekday schedule
offers live and recorded news
programs.

The weekend schedule is
a mix of live news and sports.

B

Brandon Williams and éPC Ernest
Lucas

in original NewSports control room,
1999



190

March 23 — AFN launches its second
TV channel, Spectrum, which
quickly becomes popular with
families.

It offers movies, classic series,
cartoons and prestige cable
programming on an eight hour
schedule repeated three

times to hit each regional theater’s
prime time.

W

Specitrum




1997

September 26 — the AFRTS
BC launches four new regional
entertainment channels.

AFN Pacific and AFN Korea are on the
air first, followed by
AFN Atlantic and AFN Americas.

Their schedules duplicate the look of
stateside broadcast networks with
programs delivered at times most
convenient for each audience.




1997

AFRTS BC begins satellite delivery
of AFN to customers via small 80-
centimeter satellite dishes.

Viewers in Europe

are the first to enjoy

the new “Direct-to-Home” (DTH)
service.

80cm dish and early PowerVu
D-9234 home satellite receiver



1997

“NPR Worldwide,”
created specifically for
AFRTS by National
Public Radio, joins AFN
as one of its ten
different audio services.

[l

npr
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This marks the end of

SO0 Don Trq.c ' '
a long tradition in Soul Country Chagley‘%una
op

which Hollywood stars

and nationally-known r RODI . L St 1
radio entertainers T g | hchind .
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1997

AFRTS BC launches “BC-
96,” in which multiple live
satellite feeds from
California replace the
weekly mailing of video B > ‘ - e
cassettes to AFN stations PN N

worldwide. The BC-96 project team led by
Bruce Ziemienski




The Broadcast Center constructs
and rolls-out the AFRTS corporate
website:

http://afrts.dodmedia.osd.mil



1997

AFRTS BC begins delivery of
live television to U.S. Navy ships

at sea with the “Direct-to-Sailor”
(DTS) Service.

With completion of the Atlantic
service, by Christmas Eve
coverage is available to vessels
worldwide.

JO3 Daniel Vaughn at the television
controls, USS Enterprise (CVN 65),
Arabian Gulf (Dec. 2003).




1998

AFRTS BC launches daily global weather reports on AFN Pacific in
cooperation with the Air Force Weather Agency (AFWA) at Offutt AFB,

Nebraska, creating the AFN Weather Center staffed by Air Force
meteorologists.

WEATHER
CENTER




1999

Three new websites are launched
in support of the AFN brand:

“AFN on TV” delivers television
schedules, “AFN on Radio”
provides radio schedules, and a
new password-protected site
furnishes operational information
to AFN Affiliates worldwide.




2000

Satellite distribution from the AFRTS BC grows to more than 30,000
hours of television and 87,000 hours of radio per year, reaching nearly
800,000 service members in 169 countries and aboard U.S. Navy ships
at sea.
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In AFRTS BC TV Operations, each AFN channel has a state-of-the-art videotape machine
running the programming, and two operators to ensure it works




MSgt Clayton Edens “ingests”
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TV shows to a digital server.

AFRTS BC begins the
transition to tapeless
broadcasting, using
computers to digitally
record and replay
programs.



November 21 - American Forces Information Service directs a change of
the AFRTS organizational title from Armed Forces Radio and Television
Service back to American Forces Radio and Television Service.



Vince Trisciuzzi in the AFRTS-BC DTS Control Room

Navy’s Direct-To-
Sailor (DTS) service
expands to three
channels each of
television and radio.



2 O O I ROBERT DENIRO CUBA GOCDING, R

April 10 - AFRTS BC makes military
broadcasting history

with the world television

premiere of the feature film

MEN OF HONOR, the story

of NDCM Carl Brashear, the first
African American to become a Navy
master diver.

His ey

b
The AFN event precedes MENOF 1

the film’s stateside debut HONOR

by a year.



2001

March 1- AFN TV adds a
program guide to its channel
lineup, featuring a 1.5 hour look-
ahead and promotional banners.

It replaces the AFN Americas
channel, whose audience in
Central America now gets time-
shifted programming from AFN
Atlantic.
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2001

August 7 — AFN|news and
AFN|sports go on the air
as separate channels with
their own distinct
identities, replacing
NewSports.

Separating the two nearly
doubles the amount of
each type of
programming offered on
AFN TV.



2001

September 11 - AFRTS BC
suspends regular broadcasts for
a week of 24/7 live coverage of
the terrorist attacks on the World
Trade Center and Pentagon.

ABC, CBS and NBC round-the-
clock coverage airs on the
three primary entertainment
channels, and 24/7 cable news

coverage goes on AFN News
and AFN Sports.

oo NEWS LIVE COVERAGE edt

.
St
¥
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BREAKING NEWS yocd

\MERICA UNDER ATTACKR ININ |
KEY ROADS INTOOG (:I.DBE%I?{;
[ 510 S LIVE

MEDICAL PENSONNEL ALLEW

AFN TV control room on 9/11



2002

January 31 - The Broadcast Center launches myafn.net, merging the
AFNonTV and AFNonRadio sites.

Along with the corporate AFRTS website and the Affiliate website, it
becomes an officially registered web domain.

x

AMERIGAN FORGES NETWORK ONLINE




2003

DMA’s global technical

services force, the Television-Audio
Support Activity (T-ASA), moves its
operations and dozens of staff from
Sacramento, California, to the Broadcast
Center in Riverside.

Television-Audio

_FF '
.:‘J'.:. I.'F. ""':r ‘_.-.:

Support Activity
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DEFEMSE MEDHA CENTER

October 1 - The AFRTS Broadcast Center is
renamed the Defense Media Center following
the consolidation of T-ASA and the AFRTS-BC.



2004

January 1 AFN introduces its new “prime” entertainment channels: AFN|prime
Atlantic, AFN|prime Pacific and AFN|prime Korea.



2004

January 1-the DMC
offers audiences in
the Pacific region a
new Direct-to-Home
(DTH) service with
programming tailored
to viewers in Japan
and Korea.
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Japan and Korea Region
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AFN now reaches 177 countries, more than 180 U.S. Navy ships at sea,
and nearly one million service members, DoD civilians and contractors,
and their families.



2004

The Defense Media Center changes its name to the American Forces
Network Broadcast Center (AFN-BC).




2 O O 4 September 3 — AFN-BC launches two new TV channels:

AFN|family and AFN|movie, and expands AFN|spectrum
from a repeating 8-hour playlist to a full 24-hour schedule.
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2005

AFN-BC personnel install a satellite uplink in Baghdad, Iraq, that marks a
“first” in military broadcasting history: the capability to report live from a
war zone.

SFC William Amos installs a satellite dish
on the roof of the US Embassy in Iraq



2005

The AFN|prime Korea Advisory Block, the last closed-circuit TV feed to regional
affiliates, is terminated. All program scheduling is now done by AFN-BC.

= T
) S -

producer, wears a field protective mask for her shift at Osan Air
Base during an exercise.



2005

AFN Radio’s Voice Channel
adds three political talk
shows:

Sean Hannity, Ed Schultz
and Al Franken, to
compliment its broadcasts
of Rush Limbaugh

and provide audiences with
contrasting perspectives.

v Sg‘én Hannity in 2005
V(Ko

z in 2005
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The AFN-BC Marketing
” 4 and Promotion Division
([ wins five Promax Awards,
7 for excellence in on-air promotion,
from the world’s leading association 2
of media marketing professionals. (



2006

With dozens of live sporting events now available on TV, play-by-play sports on
AFN Radio is discontinued in favor of greater program variety.
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TSgt. Sara Bishop at AFN-BC radio master control




2006

AFRTS and AFN AMERICAN FORCES NETWORK become registered trademarks.

American Forces Network




2006
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July 4 - AFN-BC premieres
an entertainment channel specifically '
for personnel in Iraq and A'fghanlstan

AFN|prime Freedom works

by time-shifting AFN|prime Pacific
programs for airtimes appropriate to
Southwest Asia time zones, and then
inserting command information
geared toward CENTCOM audiences.

1



2007/

January 1 - For the first time, Direct-to-Home viewers in Japan and Korea
see local command information directly from a new Air Force control room
at the AFN-BC.

P — SRR
R e TR -r;tl_-.t*f%

B T s sy ™ A B =]

- I e i Gl -
=]

—ER (=) —

MC2 Matt Hepburn, DTH control room, 2012



2008

August 8 — AFN-BC broadcasts nearly 600 hours of the Summer Olympic
games from Beijing, using live NBC network feeds from New York with
supplemental material from USA Network, MSNBC, CNBC and Oxygen.
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2008

February 1 - The first high-definition TV encoders are installed at the AFN-BC.




2008

November 1 - AFN-BC Radio Division launches AFN PowerTalk, 24/7 political
talk featuring 1:1 hosts from the left and right for the DTH audience.




AFN Radio brings high-profile live sports
coverage to the global audience with its
inaugural broadcast of the Daytona 500.

MC2 Jason Seward in
Studio One of AFN-BC radio






2010

July - AFN-BC launches “Fans Choice” and viewer votes decide one Major
League Baseball game to air each week. Wildly popular, it soon includes
picking a Sunday NFL “game of the week.”




2010 e
August 7 - curb your
AFN starts airing TV-MA enthusiasm

shows from HBO on
AFN|spectrum LateNight.



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/5/5c/Entourage_title.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/8/84/Bored_to_Death_title_screen.png
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/5/56/Truebloodintertitle.png
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/7/72/Treme-intertitle.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/96/Big_love_ver2.png

2011

January 31 - AFN radio launches a classic rock format, AFN Legacy. It is
the first 24/7 satellite music service ever to originate from the AFN-BC. The
first song from AFN Legacy is Led Zeppelin’s 1971 hit, "Rock & Roll."



2011

September 1-AFN-BC
takes over management
of TV decoders.

AFNConnect becomes
the gateway to authorize

and reactivate decoders.

: mt = g, -f"i- , ::ﬁi_;y’q Jas b
- : Mq :’_t;.dﬁl =
- "iﬁr"l* == Eﬂusﬁ

AFN-BC Technologist manages decoder database



2011

September 25 — sports fans
now enjoy their favorite
action in

razor sharp detail with the
debut of AFN|sports HD.

The channel is immediately
popular but some viewers
must wait to receive it:
Japan’s Tohoku earthquake
and tsunami in March has
interrupted the supply of
chips used in the HD
decoders.

Isports D




2011

October — The “Fast, Fresh, Now!”
initiative from the AFN-BC greatly
enhances the viewing experience _
by accelerating program acquisition and
scheduling. -

The hottest entertainment programs now
air “downrange” within hours of their
stateside debuts.

FFN allows AFN audiences to enjoy the
latest episodes of their favorite shows
just as they would back home.




2011

November 11 - AFN airs
the first-ever “Carrier Classic”
basketball game.

The live Veterans Day event
is held on the flight deck

of the USS Carl Vinson in
Coronado, California.

The North Carolina Tar Heels
beat the Michigan State
Spartans 67-55 before 8,111
fans, including President
Obama.



2011

December 30 — AFN Radio changes the name of its satellite-provide sports
channels from ESPN and Fox Sports to AFN Clutch and AFN Fans,
respectively.




2012

March 31 - AFN-BC radio launches Joe Radio, with hits for all tastes:
Country, Rock, Dance, Pop and everything in between.




2013

February 18 - AFN airs the
world television premiere of
Steven Spielberg’s multi-Oscar-
winning film, “Lincoln” on
Presidents Day weekend.

The broadcast coincides with
the 150" anniversary of
Lincoln’s 1863 Emancipation
Proclamation freeing slaves
held in Confederate States
during the Civil War.




2013

April 22 - AFN-BC realigns TV
channels for the Pacific region as
budget cuts force elimination of one
of the two satellite transponders
serving the area.

Two channels are reconfigured
specifically to ensure that local
command information remains
available to the audience.



2013

June 14 — with the drawdown
of U.S. forces continuing and
its mission accomplished,
AFN|prime Freedom TV signs
off after seven

years of service to OIF/OEF.

Delivering on its promise of
more than just a time-shifted
schedule, Freedom’s custom
programming showcased the
troops themselves.




2013

September 5 - AFN TV rebrands its AN | =111/ channel's
primetime block as [AEM]pulse

The hours between 1900 and 0500 are now home to programs specifically
for audience members aged 18+.




2013

October 1 - For the first
time in AFRTS history, the
AFN-BC must turn off its
TV channels after
government funding
lapses and its civilian staff
is sent home. Only
AFN|news stays on the air,
operated by active duty
military personnel. AFN
Fadho keeps roaceasing - [
using staff specially '
exempted from the

furlough.




2013

October 8 — After tens of thousands of
complaints from audience members,
commanders and one by a Network TV sports
anchor, AFN TV goes back on the air after
SECDEF Chuck Hagel uses a newly-enacted
law to classify it as essential to military
morale and well-being.

The BC staff rushes all channels back into
service in less than 26 hours.

Meanwhile, the government shutdown will
continue for another eight days.




INTERNET RADIO

December 3 — AFN 360 Internet Radio goes live worldwide. Listeners can
now enjoy their local AFN station, plus seven music/talk radio channels
from the BC, on their office computers or tablets as well as in their cars.




2014

AFN Prime ATL
AFN Prime PAC

¥y ¥

June 23 - the BC assumes AFN Europe’s
command information “traffic” functions,
the allocation of air time for regional spots
and their placement on specific AFN

TV channels.

Consolidation means audiences

in Europe now enjoy more variety, and
individual Cl messages now reach a wider
audience.

AFN News
ONLY

¥



2014

SERVING AMERICA’S BEST

The BC’s radio staff now centrally programs the AFN Eagle format for
affiliates worldwide.

This allows local AFN stations to concentrate on broadcast content rather
than program lineups.



PAON B

April - a Pacific regional satellite “migration” to better transponders means the
AFN audience now enjoys stronger signals and fewer weather outages.

Using videos, detailed guides and an expert help desk, the BC helps thousands
of viewers realign dishes and reset decoders.



2015

June 1-the BC responds to
viewer demand by
converting AFN|xtra to
AFN|sports2 as a second
24/7 sports channel
emphasizing live coverage.

Besides hosting the greatest
number of live games and
events each week, the
channel is the new home for
boxing, WWE and UFC, and
the exclusive source for
UFC’s The Ultimate Fighter.




2015

September 1- SECDEF Ash Carter

uses AFN and DoD social media
to hold the first-ever worldwide troop
talk by a Secretary of Defense.

The BC airs the event live on AFN360
radio and AFN|news.

/IDE==
TALK

mail.mil

For more than an hour Secretary
Carter answers questions on topics
as diverse as new maternity leave
policies and efforts to defeat ISIL
from within.




2015

September 8 — AFN-BC takes audience
outreach to the next level with a
simultaneous pair of hour-

long Facebook and Twitter chats.

Sports Programmer Willie Price discusses
his NFL game selection strategy for the
upcoming season.

The audience responds enthusiastically,
and these chats become the template for
others on multiple facets of the BC’s
sports and news programming.




2015

September 11 - impressed by the
success of the SECDEF’s global
broadcast, President Obama asks to do
the same on the fourteenth anniversary
of the 9/11 attacks.

The president opens with words of
appreciation for the troops before
fielding questions from the studio
audience and the global AFN audience
via satellite, Skype, twitter and
Facebook.
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2016

April 4 - The BC now
supports a five-person DoD
News bureau, complete
with its own satellite
production truck, creating
video products tailored to
the needs of any client on
every DoD digital platform.

The bureau’s beat is all
military news west of the
Rockies, and its specialty
is live coverage of the
SECDEF and COCOM
commanders.

PO2 Hansel Plntc;s checks
his settings prior to a shoot



_Wne_" Sgt Jonathan House i
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provides a live TV
m——— stream for President Barack
President o-! the United States - Obama as he ViSits MCAS

Iwakuni.
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July 10 — the BC
sends local
coverage global on
AFN Radio

during a visit by
President Obama to
Naval Station Rota,
Spain.

Rota’s AFN 360 feed
comes to the BC
where it is simulcast
to the world by AFN
affiliates on The
Eagle.



2016

AFN Radio expands the number
and variety of its music services,
consolidates all of the BC music
libraries, and creates web-based
show preparation products and
materials for its local stations.

AFN Radio affiliates worldwide
now enjoy the same on-air content
and “sound” as the top stations in
America’s biggest cities.




Hon. Jim Mattis

Secretary of Defense

apN.  PACIFIC
— _UPDATE
', -

.J‘. *i. 'i- . =ma .-
Q03T 0100 % _ - .'
vin Phommachanh
b P K A \
—oo:1zroro0 X)L 4

February - AFN provides live coverage of Secretéry 'of Defense Secretary
Jim Mattis on his visit to South Korea -- his first foreign trip as the SecDef.



AFN celebrates its 75" Anniversary of serving the United
States military: May 26, 2017.
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November — AFN provides live coverage of President Donald Trump’s
visit to South Korea.



O 8 Ameri:an Forces Network ® &)
2 I 8 @AFNtelevision

Due to the government

shutdown, AFN services
are not available.

January — AFN shutdowns all of its AFN TV services during a government
shutdown. White House Press Secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders retweets a

message from a soldier in Afghanistan saying now he can’t watch the NFL
playoffs. AFN TV goes back on the air the next day.



ﬂ American Forces Network ® &
@AFNtelevision

Replying to @Phillies @NBCSPhilly and 2 others

& : Game will be airing LIVE - OVERSEAS on American

Forces Network for @Phillies fans serving in the 2=
U.S. Military. #BeBold % #ForTheTroops - @mlb on
@AFNtelevision @

9:25 AM - Jul 9, 2018 - Twitter Web Client

1 Like

July 9th — AFN airs the "Fightin' Phils” and New York Mets doubleheader
opener in real time at Citi Field.



2019

AIRING ON

Amnncan Fnrcns Network

//L gt i

AFN began airing the 19th season of the popular Military Makeover
with Montel show.
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September 26 — Premiere Networks-
syndicated personality Delilah is
presented with the AFN Challenge Coin
by Curt Eckstein and Tom Arnholt of
American Forces Network radio.




PAOPAN,

September - The American Forces Network’s
(AFN’s) extensive 2020 election year coverage
will include every Presidential and Vice
Presidential debate and simultaneous election
day coverage from three stateside networks.

Each debate will air live on AFN|news and
repeat twice at times more convenient for
overseas military community viewers. The
initial live coverage and the two repeat airings
will each come from a different stateside
network.

While the pool video feed from the debates
are virtually identical, there are subtle
differences in each network’s coverage.
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AFN airs the Netflix movie Operation Christmas Drop as well as the real
story about the Department of Defense’s longest running humanitarian
assistance operation. Operation Christmas Drop started and has continued
since December 1952 when a B-29 air crew saw islanders waving at them
from the island of Kapingamarangi, near Guam. The air crew felt the holiday
spirit and responded by attaching goodies to parachutes and dropping the
bundles to the islanders. That tradition continues today, despite COVID-19.




2021 =N

March — COVID-19 hits the world. 95% of the AFN workforce goes to
teleworking, but uninterrupted AFN radio and TV coverage continues.



2021

Sor Y. were

CLOSED

May - COVID-19 impacts the U.S. Entertainment industry. AFN simulcasts its
two live sports services and starts scheduling vintage sport programming.



July — AFN provides coverage of first lady Dr. Jill Biden arriving in Japan at
Yokota Air Base to attend the 2020 Summer Olympic (in 2021 due to
COVID).



May 26, 2022: AFN celebrates its 80" Birthday, and gives its audience the presen
new video on demand service: AFN now and a new streaming radio service: A

Go.
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